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(Koto: Sidelined portions of thia report are intended for 

I Staffs at .Array Qpoup and Army H. Q« only and should 
• not be given any further distribution.) 

Since the compilation of !, The German Intelligence Services” 
the absorbtion' of the Abwehr by the RSHA has gone several stages 
further. These notes are. intended to outline- such changes as' 
are of importance and to suggest their general effects upon the 
operations, plans and efficiency of the German Intelligence 
Services. It should be remembered that the increased authority 
of the RSHA and the attempts at co-ordination in whioh thia 
^authority has been exercised follow naturally upon HIMMLER'S 
Buccess as representative of the SS in seizing most ; of the 
important powers of Government, among which not the. Ie4$t 
important is the control of the Reserve Army. At least where 
."Abwehr II is concerned, the July plot raay have served as an 
additional excuse for a policy of Gleichschaltung. . v “ 

•' if . ‘ 

A Further encroachment on Milamt . 

Apart from 3CHEL LERBERG himself, at least three 
important officials of ; the RahA. _STEIMhE .^ S.UTDBERGER and (^pORZMy ' 
hold key positions In the Militaerishhes Amt, and there ha^^ 
been noticeable attempts to improve the qualify of agents and l+i 
generally to instil a more military efficiency into the . . 
organization of the ex-Abwehr Service. The scope of reporting . „ 

by Milamt agents has been widened to include political intelligence 
with a view to exploiting political trends in countries overrun^ . 
by the enemy.’ 

In neutral territories the RSHA now controls all 
espionage and sabotage anc^ has the sole responsibility for the 
posting of personnel and for finance, and although in occupied 
territories the mobile Intelligence units ( Fr ontauf klaeruna akdos t 
are Under the direct orders of the WehrmachtfUehrun^stab - aiTd- A/z 
the* armies in the field, they are ultimately subject to the 
general supervision and administration, of the RSHA. : 

' "•**> - a ' s > ■ 

B The re-organization of the Abwehr W/T Services. Klchrlchta 0*6 , ' ."T 
Regiment 50b . " 1 

An interesting example of the attempt to raise the 
standard of efficiency and to, economize in manpower is the 
wreation of the Kachrichtenregiment 506. This regiment was se -fj. . ■— 1 

up about August 1 qUh under Ma .1 or PORSTSffi ffipr , the - former het i . _ 

of Mil Amt 3 (^bw Ii). It naa~ia£en overMilitaer i sches . .Acre 
W/T personnel former ly i; directQd by li-and-has-l-ts-headquartsrs % 
at BELZIG, where it probably acts aa a sort .of depot unit,' The y 
first Battalion is reported to. be station'ediat VTEHHA and covers 
the area of the Funkleiter S 3 0* the second is . at WIESBADEN • 
covering the area of the Funkleiter West, the third is probablyAJ y 
responsible for as a ^N/ 
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reserve battalion. The practical result of this change is that 
the W/T personnel of a KdH or FAIC. are now members of a central 
specialized unit which poets and equips them instead of leaving 
such matter 8 to the initiative of individual stations* 


c* Central control of sabotage and subversive actions . 

It is now clear that iiilj^xt D# the successor of Abwehr 
Gruppe II, the II Front aufklaerungQTrupps and Kommandos andi fitlSnf 
the RSHA are under the sane management, that o f, OttoftSKORZINY. 

Though. they may each have their specialists, SKORZ H re n^p ne &ro 
intend to organize their work in much closer co-operation. His \ 

policy is no less a personal one than . that of HIMMLER himseif. 

His appointment by HIMMLER to take charge of all' sabotage and 
subversive measures, together with the increasing subservience 
of the OKW to control by Hitler’s Party nominees, has made it 
possible for him to bring within his empire not only MilAnt D, but 
the II Fr on taufklaerung- Kommandos nominally directed by the OKW* 

At the moment his activities appear to be directed against the 
Allied troops in territories bordering upon the Reich, but* it 
seems likely that as . the Allies advance, he may by virtue of 
experience and position, become the director of similar work by 
the German resistance. Of this there <Ls as yet no clear evidence. 

In the account which follows, it should be remembered that much still 
remains unknown' and that the chronology of events, not easy at 
the best of tines, changes daily as fresh information comes in*" 

In particular the relations and duties of Jagdverbaende, 502 Jaeger 
Battalion and the SS . Bonder kommandos (cf pages 3-*4) are still 
extremely obscure. 

SKORZBNY is of interest in himself as a wonderfully typical J 
Nazi product. Born inp?/IH3TN& In June 1908# heu^p.exitJiiB yout h iru ' • 


Nazi product. Born in p*/iaTN& In June 1 908 » heupp.ejat_Jiis yout h 
the same city, attending in die'" or d6f thAh-RSalschule and - the 
Technische Hochschule* In December 1 ;*31 he took an engineering 
diploma and from that date until shortly before the war was works.: 
manager in the motor building trade. From his schooldays he is ^ 
reported to have interested himself in the more militant sort of 
nationalist activities, Joining: in turn the Studentenfreikorps , the 
Steirischen Heimatschutz, the Nazi party (May 1932), and the All- 
gcmeine~SS (February 1934). . He seems to have played an energetic 
if not very responsible part in the illegal ‘ Nazi plotting in 
Austria which led to the Anschluss of March 1930. On the day itself 
he consnanded an SS motorized unit, in January 1940 he volunteered 
fof service in the waffen-SS and became an Obersturmfuehrer in the .* 
SS Reich Division, in which he saw active service in the West, in 
the Balkans and on the Russian front. We know' nothing of, his perform- 
ance in these theatres, except that he enjoyed a. reputation for 
personal bravery and* according to one source, did a short spell 
in Dachau Concentx’at-ion Camp. He was subsequently transferred to 
the SD as a Kauptsturmfuehrer. * . 

His first known appearapce as an SD officer was early in 
1943# when he was engaged in recruiting and training a unit of 
.his own for a special operation. This unit undertook several 
minor missions before it was finally entrusted, in September 1943# 
with the task of rescuing MUSSOLINI from Allied hands, The 
successful accomplishment of this t-ask not only placed SKORZENY 
and his men "on the map" (he was debated and promoted to Sturm- 
bannfuehrer), but also gave proof of what the RSHA could do in the 
matter of carrying out Bpecial assignments of a quasi-military 
nature. 

It on this point onward the story becomes rather more 
complicated. HlfoXLER, already no doubt planning the overthrow of 
. . . , v . , ^ .... .. the Abwehr/ 



- 3 - 

the Abwehr and of its special pet, the Brandenburg Division, gafe 
increasing responsibility to S^ORZENY, who developed rapidly and 
in several directions tlie basic idea of special task-forces under 
RSILl control. 

Shortly after the HUS80LIHI venture, SKORZEITY (now an Ober- 
sturobannfuehrer ) was busy in Amt VI of the RSJLV where, as, head of 
Referat VI S (the creation of which dated back to .‘juguet 1943) he 
orgaized a series of missions, partly sabotage and partly subversive, 
the significance of which v/as bound to grow as German forces fell 
back upon Reich territory, Among these may be mentioned a Baltic 
undertaking involving sabotage operations* in Latvia and Lithuania, 
and a more ambitious plan for the Balkans, where two Sonderkoranandos 
are known to have been commissioned to operate on Gree.- noil in the 
rear of the Allied advance. A special feature - and not only in 
Greece - has been the close and natural co-operation between VI S and 
VI F, the latter providing the technical equipment and personnel 
essential to such ventures. A second feature worthy of comment has 
been the reported independence of the Balkan Sonderkomraandos from , 
the stay-behind network of VI E (tte territorial Referat of Amt VI 
responsible for espionage in that area). SKORZEHY is clearly not 
involved in st' a ight forward espionage. 

Developing side by side with JfcUe VI S Sonderkommandos has 
appeared another child of SkORZEtlY’e, the SS Jaeger Battalion’ 502. 

On the date of origin of this battalion there is some dispute. A 
recent source has stated that as early as December 1943, Schloss 
Friedenthal, near Oranienburg, was the IIQ of the battalion, and 
that from it an abortive expedition to [French territory was 
organized, prior to this, we had supposed_ that the Battalion had 
been set up in the Bummer of 19U4. Jaeger battalion 502 must be 
distinguished from SS Jaeger Battalions 500 and 501 , both of whAofc. 
have been reported to be regular S3 militia formations for use iii 
anti-guerrilla operations, Their training, which has been notably 
poor, has taken place at MOORLAGER in Poland. It is not nov; believed 
that they have ever formed part of SABRZEHY’s command, which is 
limited to Jaeger Battalions 502 and - though it nay well have been 
dissolved - 202. 

In June of this year, jaeger Battalion 502 was earmarked 
for an “all-out operation”, which in fact never materialized. For 
It, volunteers were required from ny arm of the service, and a 
sense of some urgency waB apparent. Both then and later it has 
seemed that 502 Battalion was reserved for Germans - a distinction 
which is of some interest in view of recent developments. There 
has, however, been a case of two Belgians (both German speakers) 
being trained at PAPA in Hungary for an operation with the Battalion. 
They speak of the Battalion as I'allschirmjaegerbattalion 502, but 
it is thought that the addition on their part may only have been 
duo to the impression made upon immature minds by the parachute- 
iyHOtpflng that forms part of the training# The Battalion, whether 
parachute or otherwise, oust probably be distinguished from the 
SS Fallschirm jaeger Battalion which made one or more Aaids on 
Tito’s headquarters, and which, at the. time of th®0 operations at 
least, did not come under SKCRZEHY 1 s command. 

In the course of this summer , SK0RZ2NY became head of 
Militaerisches Amt D, the new control centre for Abwehr II under- 
takings. It seems plain that he has not sought to swamp or even to 
reduce the latter’s role, tut merely to concentrate it upon those 
tasks which best suit it and which do not clash with SS under- 
takings (i.o. exploitation of disaffected groups and the fomenting 
of subversion behind Allied lines).... SKORZEHY's interest in what 
looked like Abwehr II matters (notably in Yugoslavia and Italy) had 

been known/ 








been known for some time but it was not until quite recently 
that evidence enured from the Western inront of a sabotage 
operation undertaken by U& C 700 in which the SS,and SAORZENY 'in 
particular, were clearly involved, The combination of SS with 
Abwehr personnel on special missions has its own diarlvantages, one 
of which is that the two services are a little Jealous of their 
own records and efficiency. How far the under -water sabotage 
undertaken by KdIC is controlled by SKORZEITY we do not know; but 
his hand is in evidence here also. We uro promised large-scale 
sabotage in the Low Countries, which, whether undertaken by 
-•bwehr or S3 units, in unison or independently, v/i 11 ultimately 
be supervised by SAORZEITY as head of Mil ;xvt D, as O.C. of Jaeger 
Battalion 502 and as Belter of Amt VI 3. 

3QRZENY has one further iron in the firo. He has for some 
time been credited with building up a unit or units on the 
Brandenburg model, designed to supplement the work of .Abwehr II. 

These units arc independent of Jaeger Battalion 502. They have 
now emerged as Jagdverbaende and Stoerverbaende (Harassing Units) 
with their headquarters in iriedenthal, and are officially reported 
to havb taken over the tasks of the Brandenburg Division, which 
reverts to, a military role* (Lehrregimont KUREUERST alone remains 
as the Mil. Amt holding and training unit). In order to carry out 
these task3, and especially the direction of foreign resistance 
movements, they ha ye been ordered to ^collaborate closely with all 
military and civil authorities. Thdr creation, and the fact that 
their functions are not unlike those of the I'Vontaufklaerungakomman&os 
and krupps, have necessitated the creation of local co-ordinatAre 
(known as Area Commissioners), each a miniature SXORZENY in Sis own 
area. The Area Commissioner for the Baltic co-ordinates the work 
of the Jagdverbaende (directly) -and of the Frontaufklaerungskoamandoe 
( indirectly ^ through Leitstelle Ost), from a central Befehlstelle. 
There is no doubt that similar Befehlstellen will be identified 
elsewhere; there is already good reason to think that they may exist 
•*.in the Balkans, on the western kront and iiossibly in Northern Italy. 

IVe may notice In passing that both the ,\rea Commissioners and the 
officers commanding Jagdverbaende are alleged to hold special 
identity papers proving their connection with this type of work. . 

It is not yet possible to distinguish between the functions 
of Jaeger Battalion 502 and those of the Jagdverbaende: both are 
concerned with resistance activities involving sabotage and 
partisan subveisLon. It may be said in general terms that the latter, 
tinlike the former, specialize In the employment of foreigners and 
of personnel with language qualifications. Early in °ctober, 

SKORZEHY received permission from the SS Hauptant to recruit VolkB- 
deutsche from the SS Training Camp at SENNHBIH for future special 
operations. They were to be sent to FRIEDEITTilAL for training. 

These operations - and probably much of the more recent 
SKORZENY recruiting activity - are perhaps more likely to involve 
the jagdverbaende than the Jaeger ^attalion. It would not be 
surprising if SXORZHHY 1 s "JEANNE" organization, now known to be 
operating on sabotage 'missions with the kaux Maquis in France, 
were controlled by Jagdverbaende; but evidence is lacking. Some of 
its personnel, at least, were trained nt FRIEDxNTHAl. 


D. Brandenburg Division, (cf. para.C) 

After the dissolution of the Abwehr the Brandenburg \ 
Division, ‘which from the beginning had always been closely 
associated with Abwehr II, passed under the control of the 
Viehrmachtfuehrungsstab of the OlCfl. At about the sane time the 
fifth Lehrregimont of the Division was : placed under direct orders 

of Abwehr II/ 
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of Abwehr II, and subsequently of Mil Amt D, and was renaraed the 
Lehrregiment KTJ3FUSRST, It has since then acted as a general 
training centre for the Iiilitaerisches /jot. 

..t the beginning of October the Division ceased to be 
under the control of the Wehruachtfuehrungsstab, and it appears 
to have been reconstituted in the Balkans as a normal array 
formation under the OKH. The Lo hr regiment KURFUEB3T, of course, 
is unaffected by the change. Though the Division is no longer of 
primary 0.3. interest, it must be remembered that it probably 
still contains a number of Auslandsdeutsche and Volksdeutsche who 
have, been selected as suitable agents for future use. gone of 
them will probably be transferred to S.-OUZDITY^ new formation, but 
others will remain and their treatment on capture needs 
consideration both for their potential danger to security and the 
information they nay vjoasess. 


S. stay ^behind plana in the West . 

In addition to the projects of SAORZEtTY which have been 
discussed in paragraph C, there is every reason to expect that 
as the ^.JLlies advance across German territory, the ex-Abwehr 
organization of KdHs, iCommandos and Trupps v/ill continue to 
organize a stay-behind system of agents reporting to them aCBMs 
• the lines by V//T and other means. So long aa organized military 
resistance continues, this plan offers a greater chance of success 
than it did in occupied territory, since suitable and resolute 
agents will be less difficult to find and easier to camouflage. 

( The evidence suggests that such net-works are being laid 
thickly and will extend deep behind the German frontier, Amateur 
as well as Service W/T operators *my well have been recruited for 
this <work and officers acquainted with local conditions are being 
called in to advise and help with recruitment, 

As , png as the front remains fairly static, line-crossing 
both for local reconnaissance purposes and for short-term political 
missions, may be expected to continue, though as for as is known 
there is little evidence available for German plans to do this 
when the Allies have advanced further into Germany. At the moment, 
suitable recruits for this purpose may be found amongst disaffected 
firutchmen, Belgians, Frenchmen and Luxenbourgers. Later on, such 
persons will be of less use for short-term missions though some 
of then nay well still be employed under the guise of escaping 
labour conscripts and refugees. 


' F. plana for Underground ResiBtanco after Defeat . 

There is not yet .sufficient real evidence to make possible 
a coherent account of German plans for continuing the struggle 
after military defeat. The plans themselves may well bo still 
unde ter nine-l. Equally, it is impossible to say which, if any 
part cf the RSHA will take the lead in directing them, though 
such names as SI^BZSIJY's suggest themselves. It may well be that 
amongst the still mainly anonymous members of Ant III, leaders 
may have been selected for their anonymity and their detailed 
knowledge of the national life of Germany. The most. likely 
account so far has been that of the menfergruppe organization 
mentioned in a previous report, but our knowledge of it includes 
no details of its relations, if any, to the RSliA. Meanwhile, 
reports from neutral co:mtries must be regarded with suspicion, 

........ . - ' for while/ 
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for while there is no doubt that plana for a determined 
resistance are ‘really in hand, it oust be supposed that the 
ITazis hope to increas their following by terror propaganda, 
aimed at frightening into passivity, if not indeed into anti- 
. Allied action the mass of Germans who will soon find them- 
selves in . JLlied-occupied Germany 


i 
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